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                  Note from the Editor….. Stacey Ostby MEd, LVT 

As we rang in 2020, with 
hopes and dreams of a new 
year and fresh start, no one 
had any idea only a few 

months later, we would be 
separated from our friends 
and family, teaching our 
children from home, watching 
television shows about tiger 
keepers, and wearing masks 

24/7.  

One constant that we can all 
still count on though is 
Veterinary Medicine and all of 

the AMAZING people like YOU 
that have remained essential 
to everyday life during the 
pandemic.  

For all the days you could not 

sleep in with the others 
staying home; for all the 
extras you had to do to make 
things work at your jobs; for 
the hours of time spent 
wearing masks, washing your 

 

 hands, and wearing gloves; for 

the extra smile and positive 
attitude you put on your face 
during even the roughest of 
days caring for animals…….…      

          WE THANK YOU! 

Although I am no longer in a 
practice, the stories I have 
heard and the Facebook posts I 
have read about how veterinary 

professionals are amending their 
practices to keep owners and 
their staff safe continues to 
impress me, amaze me, and 
remind me how proud I am to 
be in a category with all of you 

wonderful people out there 
kicking butt!  

As veterinary technicians, we 
know how to problem solve, we 
know how to make the best of 

what we have, and no world 
wide medical pandemic is going 
to keep us from helping animals 
in need! KUDOS to you all! 
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2019 Board Members 
>>> 

Whitney Cole- President  

Jessika Borr - President Elect 

Miranda Langerud – Past President 

*Lynn Priebe – Treasurer 

Jennifer Hopkins – Secretary & Website 

Lynn Priebe – Executive Director 

Stacey Ostby - Newsletter 

Be BRAVE,  

Be BOLD, 

 Be a NDVTA BOARD MEMBER  

    

A SPECIAL THANK YOU to 

Gail White for her many years 

of service to the NDVTA 

Executive Board, most recently 

as Treasurer for our 

organization. 



 

 

  

   

     
           

  

 
 

 

        
 

  
  
  

  
  

  
  

 

  

 
721 Oak Ave                        Email: edgeleyvet@drtel.net                                                        

PO Box 106 

Oakes, ND 58474 

701-742-2486 

341 9th Ave E 

PO Box 332 

Edgeley, ND 58433 

701-493-8387 

                                                         8865 97th St SE 

                                                         PO Box 415 

                                                       Ellendale, ND 58436 

                                                          701-349-3691 

Edgeley Veterinary Service 

341 9th Ave E 

PO Box 332 

Edgeley, ND 58433 

701-493-8387 

Ellendale Veterinary Service 

8865 97th St SE 

PO Box 415 

Ellendale, ND 58436 

701-349-3691 

 
         
           www.ellendalevet.com 
 

Serving the small and large animals in 
south central North Dakota and 

surrounding communities. 
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To the leadership of the North Dakota Veterinary Technician Association: 

As the field of veterinary technology continues in its growth and development as a profession throughout the United 

States, there have been many positive changes that have allowed us to represent ourselves as passionate, 

respectable individuals who have followed not just a career, but a calling. Sadly, due to the nature of the profession, 

we face many hardships which have left nearly every state facing a crippling shortage of highly trained, credentialed 

veterinary technicians. With data showing that the average career of the veterinary technician lasting a mere five 

years, there have been many approaches considered to help remedy this crisis.  

The most recent and well-known objective by our highest professional organization, the National Association of 

Veterinary Technicians in America (NAVTA), has been the advent of the Veterinary Nurse Initiative (VNI). This 

movement aims primarily to support the veterinary technology profession through a national title change - 

registered veterinary nurse. However, growing concerns about the time and resources being used to fund this title 

change has led to a coalition of concerned veterinary technicians and other veterinary professionals who feel the 

energy spent on title change should be redirected to more important issues. The VNI has currently failed to see any 

success borne of the attempts made to pass legislation or title change in five different states to date. Due to the 

actions of VNI, we are already seeing astronomical legal fees being spent to attempt the pass the RVN title, as well 

as legal ramifications for veterinary technology programs in several states, including Florida (St. Petersburg College 

Veterinary Technology program). 

Rather than continuing to waste time focusing on a title change, we feel that the solution to the technician shortage 

stems from supporting license reciprocity, establishing a scope of practice and task designation in all 50 states, and 

establishing national credentialing requirements and title protection for the current legal titles (CVT/LVT/LVMT/RVT). 

By focusing on these issues first and foremost, we are better equipped to increase longevity within the field, 

increase technician utilization, focus on establishing better wages, and avoid further opposition by the American 

Nurses Association and state nurses associations.  

We also feel that NAVTA has been less than transparent about the money being put toward the VNI and are failing in 

their part at professional outreach. Given the lack of accurate numbers of members they are providing and the 

estimated number of credentialed veterinary technicians in the country, we feel that a large majority of voices are 

going unheard.  

As professionals who feel everyone deserves a voice, we have created a petition to NAVTA to encourage them to 

open up lines of communication with the veterinary technology community and demonstrate that their membership 

numbers have dwindled because our colleagues are feeling overlooked and ignored, especially those who disagree 

with a title change. We simply want everyone to be able to participate in this discussion as much as they are able, 

and we are open to all viewpoints.  

We ask that you consider taking a moment to read our petition and share it amongst your members so that they may 

be better informed about the events happening in our community on a national level. This impacts every single one 

of us and we are very eager to get as many people involved as possible. The link to the petition, which 

currently has more than 900 signatures, may be found here: Petition to NAVTA 

Thank you so much for your time, 

Natalie Pedraja, LVT;  Stephen Cital, RVT, SRA, RLAT, VCC, CVPP, VTS-LAM (ECC, Res. Anesthesia)  

Mandy Helton, BAS, RVT, VTC (ECC);  Charlotte Ward Waack, AA, AAS, BS, CVT, RVT 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.change.org/p/veterinary-professionals-urge-navta-to-re-evaluate-the-vni?recruiter=1045123226&utm_source=share_petition&utm_medium=facebook&utm_campaign=psf_combo_share_initial&utm_term=tap_basic_share&recruited_by_id=2ace33b0-580c-11ea-9ed7-c9d2d610f061&utm_content=fht-20485767-en-us%3Av10


 

  

www.ndsu.edu/vettech  

Water Quality Can Impact Livestock Production 
NDSU Agriculture Communication - May 11, 2020 - Miranda Meehan, 701-231-7683, miranda.meehan@ndsu.edu 

 

About our GREAT State >>>> 

Good-quality water can have a major impact on cattle’s intake and weight gain. 

Providing adequate water to livestock is critical for animal health and production. “Good-quality water can have a major 

impact on your cattle’s intake and weight gain,” says Miranda Meehan, North Dakota State University Extension 

livestock environmental stewardship specialist. Canadian studies have shown the quality of water accessible to livestock 

is directly tied to the amount of forage they consume. Studies report improved gains by as much as 0.24 pound per day 

in yearlings and 0.33 pound per day in calves receiving good-quality water. Providing good-quality water also can 

improve herd health. Livestock whose primary water sources are ponds and dugouts have a greater risk of contracting 

illnesses such as giardia, leptospirosis and cyanobacterial poisoning, compared with livestock drinking from a trough. 

“Water quality can vary depending on the source,” says Tom Scherer, NDSU Extension agricultural engineer. 

“Groundwater tends to be of higher quality than surface water; however, some aquifers in North Dakota have naturally 

high levels of potentially toxic salts such as sulfate due to geology. “Weather also can influence water quality,” he adds. 

“When runoff is low in the spring or during a drought, the salts in surface water become more concentrated as water 

levels decline and can reach levels that can be toxic.” 

All natural water contains dissolved minerals (often called salts). The concentration of the total dissolved solids (TDS) is 

measured in parts per million (ppm). For most classes of grazing livestock, the TDS in the water should be less than 

5,000 ppm. Sulfate is part of the TDS. The recommended concentration should be less than 500 ppm for calves and less 

than 1,000 ppm for adult cattle. High levels of sulfate can reduce copper availability in the diet. Elevated levels of 

sulfates may cause loose stool, whereas very high levels of sulfate can induce central nervous system problems. 

If a water test indicates that the TDS are greater than 5,000 ppm or the sulfate concentration is greater than 1,000 

ppm, producers may have to find an alternative water source or find some way to blend a better-quality water with the 

poorer-quality water to reduce the concentration of TDS or sulfate. Water with elevated nutrient levels also are at a 

higher risk for blue-green algae blooms in periods of hot, dry weather. Some species of blue-green algae 

(cyanobacteria) contain toxins that can be deadly when livestock and wildlife consume them. “Monitoring water quality 

throughout the grazing season is important because it changes in response to climate and environmental conditions,” 

Meehan says. To document this variability and help livestock producers identify potential water quality concerns, 

Meehan and Scherer are working with 23 Extension agents across North Dakota to monitor livestock water quality. 

Installing a water development project can help ensure that livestock have access to good-quality water throughout the 

grazing season, the specialists say.  

In addition to benefiting animal health and performance, installing water development projects can: 

▪ Increase flexibility in producers’ management systems 

▪ Increase grazeable acreage and extend the grazing season 

▪ Allow producers to utilize crop residues and cover crops for forage 

▪ Improve grazing distribution 

Common water development projects include troughs, pumps, wells and pipelines. 

isit https://www.ag.ndsu.edu/livestockextension/water and/or contact your local Extension agent. 

 

http://www.ndsu.edu/vettech
mailto:miranda.meehan@ndsu.edu
https://www.ag.ndsu.edu/livestockextension/water


 

 

  
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

*Note: The scientific name of the new strain of 

coronavirus is SARS-CoV-2. In people, the disease 

caused by the virus is commonly referred to as COVID-

19. Because we are addressing the virus itself in the 

context of animal health, we refer to it as SARS-CoV-2. 

 Can animals get the new coronavirus? To date, very 

few animals have been reported to be infected with 

SARS-CoV-2 worldwide, and most have been in 

animals that had close contact with a person with 

COVID-19. We are still learning about this virus, but 

we know that it is zoonotic and it appears that it can 

spread from people to animals in some situations. 

Further studies are needed to understand if and how 

different animals could be affected by SARS-CoV-2.  

The first case of an animal testing positive for SARS-

CoV-2 in the United States was a tiger with a 

respiratory illness at a zoo in New York City. Samples 

from this tiger were taken and tested after several lions 

and tigers at the zoo showed signs of respiratory illness. 

Public health officials believe these large cats became 

sick after being exposed to a zoo employee who was 

actively shedding virus. This investigation is ongoing. 

USDA is working with CDC and other human and 

animal health partners to monitor this situation and will 

continue to provide updates as information becomes 

available. We encourage anyone who has symptoms of 

COVID-19 to isolate themselves from other people and 

animals, including pets, during their illness until we 

know more about how this virus affects animals. People 

who are showing symptoms of the virus and who must 

be around animals while sick, should take proper 

precautions (as outlined by CDC) to help prevent the 

spread of the virus.  

Will animals be tested for coronavirus? This is an 

evolving situation, however, CDC and USDA do not 

recommend routine testing of animals for this virus at 

this time.                                                                   

Public health and animal health officials may decide to 

test certain animals that are showing signs and that are 

Tic,Tac,Tech Talk 

conversation starter >>> 

    FAQ on 
           Animal Corona Virus 
                                       Testing  
                       -USDA April 22, 2020 

                                                                                           
Can Be Called Nurses  
                                                                              ( 

www.helpthevet.com webpage, Author is VSS Company 

Employee, Katie CVT.  3-27-19)  

 Public health and animal health officials may decide to 

test certain animals that are showing signs and that are 

known to have been exposed to the virus out of an 

abundance of caution. The decision to test will be made 

collaboratively between local, state or federal public 

health and animal health officials.  

Who will collect the samples from animals? After the 

decision is made to test, the state animal health officials 

will designate a the state animal health official(s) will 

identify the appropriate person to collect the sample. to 

collect the sample using appropriate personal protective 

equipment and sample collection methods. State animal 

health laboratories can conduct animal testing, but any 

positive samples would need to be confirmed through 

additional testing by USDA’s National Veterinary 

Services Laboratories (NVSL). Document 

Issued/Accurate as of: April 22, 2020 Performing animal 

testing should not reduce the availability of tests for 

people. Testing performed on animals may be based on 

the published tests used in people, however, reagents are 

available that are not required for testing people. The 

NVSL and National Animal Health Laboratory Network 

(NAHLN) laboratories are using reagents for testing 

animals that are not required for testing in people.  

What should I do if I think my animal has the new 

strain of coronavirus? Consult your veterinarian with 

any questions about your animal’s health. Make sure to 

tell your veterinarian if your animal has been around a 

person with COVID-19, and if your animal is showing 

any signs of illness. Call ahead and arrange the veterinary 

hospital or clinic visit. If you are sick with COVID-19 

and your pet becomes sick, do not take your pet to the 

veterinary clinic yourself. Call your veterinarian and let 

them know you have been sick with COVID-19. Some 

veterinarians may offer telemedicine consultations or 

other alternate plans for seeing sick pets. Your 

veterinarian can evaluate your pet and determine the next 

steps for your pet’s treatment and care. Veterinarians 

who believe an animal should be tested will contact state 

animal health officials, who will work with public and 

animal health authorities to decide whether samples 

should be collected and tested.  

                  



 

 

Finding An Agent That’s Right For You 

The Cat Friendly Practice® (CFP), 
created by knowledgeable feline 
practitioners, equips you with the 
support and resources needed to 
deliver elevated and quality care that 
incorporates the cat's perspective 
throughout the entire experience. 

The program consists of 10 topic 
areas that help guide your practice in 
setting the standard of providing 
optimum feline care through an online 
self-assessment. Many of the 
techniques and criteria contained in the 
practice checklist are readily achievable 
because they focus on approach and 
organization.  

The program does not require 
remodeling of your practice, but 
provides creative solutions for you to 
help decrease stress during feline-care 
visits. The most important step is to 
recognize that there is a need to make 
these adaptations in order to provide a 
better experience for cats, their 
caregivers, and your team.   

Benefits of the Cat Friendly 

Practice® Program*  

• Less stress on feline patients and 
staff.  

• Demonstrates how much you care 
about your patients. 

• Higher satisfaction among current 
clients.  

 

 

 

 

coming soon >>> 

 

 

 

 

 

AAFP Releases TOOL KIT     

for the Veterinary 

Community          April 2020 Petage.com 

 

 

The Cat Friendly Practice® (CFP), created by knowledgeable feline 

practitioners, equips you with the support and resources needed to 

deliver elevated and quality care that incorporates the cat's 

perspective throughout the entire experience. 

The program consists of 10 topic areas that help guide your practice 

in setting the standard of providing optimum feline care through an 

online self-assessment. Many of the techniques and criteria 

contained in the practice checklist are readily achievable because 

they focus on approach and organization. The program does not 

require remodeling of your practice, but provides creative solutions 

for you to help decrease stress during feline-care visits. The most 

important step is to recognize that there is a need to make these 

adaptations in order to provide a better experience for cats, their 

caregivers, and your team.   

Benefits of the Cat Friendly 

Practice® Program*  

• Less stress on feline patients and staff.  

• Demonstrates how much you care about your patients. 

• Higher satisfaction among current clients.  

• Increased staff knowledge and expertise in clinic.  

• Highlighted practice listing on AAFP cat caregiver website.  

• Gain more new feline patients.  

)  

 

 thoughts…   final  

 

Navigation on the website is intuitive and 

straightforward, with information focused on 
transmission, outcomes of infection, diagnosis, 

prevention, management, and treatment. The toolkit 

provides an additional helpful section covering 

frequently asked questions (FAQs), as well as a 

section covering useful client resources. 

Knowing the retrovirus status of every cat is of the 

utmost importance to prevent new infections of FeLV 

and FIV. Cat caregivers should have their cats tested 

as soon as possible after they are adopted or 

acquired, following exposure to an infected cat or to a 

cat of unknown infection status, prior to vaccination 

against FeLV or FIV, and whenever clinical illness 

occurs. It might not be possible to determine a cat’s 

infection status based on testing at a single point in 

time and therefore repeat testing using different 

methods could be required. 

 Although FeLV and FIV infections can be associated 

with clinical disease, some infected cats, especially 

those infected with FIV, can have a good quality of life 

for many years. Management of infected cats is 

focused on effective preventive health care strategies 

and prompt identification and treatment of illness, as 

well as limiting the spread of infection.The AAFP has 

also developed resources for cat caregivers to help 

them understand these two common retroviruses. 

These resources can be found here and here.The AAFP 

would like to thank IDEXX Laboratories for their 

educational grant to develop this toolkit, and for their 

commitment to help the veterinary community 

improve the lives of cats 

 

Trying to understand 

someone only from inside 

our own frame of 

                                                              
 

      

 
  

 
 
 

 
 
www.ndvta.org  NEXT NEWSLETTER September 2020   

The American Association of Feline Practitioners (AAFP), 

a leading advocate for improving education and standards 

of feline care, released a new Retrovirus Educational 

Toolkit to help veterinary professionals diagnose and 

manage Feline Leukemia Virus (FeLV) and Feline 
Immunodeficiency Virus (FIV). The toolkit is built on the 

AAFP’s 2020 Feline Retrovirus Testing and Management 

Guidelines, published in the January 2020 issue of the 

Journal of Feline Medicine and Surgery. 

 

“The release of the 2020 AAFP Feline Retrovirus Testing 

and Management Guidelines provided groundbreaking 

information on our understanding of FeLV and FIV,” states 

Kelly St. Denis, DVM, DABVP (Feline) and 2020 AAFP 

president. “There have been many advances in our 

understanding of how these viruses infect cats, and how 

we can best diagnose, manage, and prevent them. I am 

delighted to see this new toolkit come to fruition, as it 

takes this cutting-edge information and provides it in 

easy-to-access, bite-sized pieces that can be applied 

directly in practice in the moment. For busy practitioners, 

this provides quick guidance when needed the most.” 

 

FeLV and FIV infections are associated with a variety of 

clinical signs and can impact the quality of life and 

longevity in a cat. The toolkit offers veterinary 

professionals access to the key feline retrovirus testing 

and management information for assessing patients who 

may be facing infection.  

 

Formatted for easy access and review, the toolkit offers 

professionals the background and knowledge to prevent, 

diagnose, and manage FeLV and FIV infections.  

 
The AAFP offers the flexibility of both digital and printable 

versions of the toolkit (PDF format), making the content 

easy-to-access in the practice.       

                          
 
Navigation on the website is intuitive and straightforward, 
with information focused on transmission, outcomes of 
infection, diagnosis, prevention, management, and 
treatment. The toolkit provides an additional helpful section 
covering frequently asked questions (FAQs), as well as a 
section covering useful client resources. 
 
Knowing the retrovirus status of every cat is of the utmost 

https://catvets.com/cfp/veterinary-professionals/ten-topic-areas
https://catvets.com/cfp/veterinary-professionals/ten-topic-areas
https://catvets.com/cfp/veterinary-professionals/ten-topic-areas
https://catfriendly.com/find-a-veterinarian/

